
   
 

Driver – Laurie Cannister 
 

2008 IHRA 
Alcohol Funny Car 
World Champion 

 
2008 IHRA 

“Professional Driver of the Year” 
 
 
 

                  
                Fast Fan Facts 

 
       Birthday - July 23 

 
Hometown - Johnstown, Ohio with husband, Tuner Dale Cannister 

Children - Samson "Our Son" - Norwegian Elkhound 
 

First woman to win two Professional IHRA World Championships 
 
 

2008 IHRA Alcohol Funny Car Champion 
 

Texas Nationals (San Antonio), Spring Nationals 
(Rockingham), President’s Cup Nationals (Budds 
Creek), Rocky Mountain Nationals (Edmonton),  

Northern Nationals (Martin) & World Finals 
(Rockingham 2) 

 
 

2008 IHRA Alcohol Funny Car Runner-Up 
 

Motor City Nationals (Milan) & Sooner Nationals (Tulsa) 
 
 

2002 & 2007 IHRA Alcohol Funny Car Champion  
 

President's Cup Nationals (Budds Creek) 
 
 

2000 IHRA Pro Outlaw World Champion 
 

1999 IHRA “Pro Rookie of the Year” 
    Dale Cannister – Nominated for “IHRA Crew Chief of the Year” 
 

Career quickest Quarter Mile elapsed time is 5.669 
Career fastest Quarter Mile speed is 246.89 

 
Career quickest Eighth Mile elapsed time is 3.704  

Career fastest Eighth Mile speed is 198.70 
 

Cannister is the fastest and quickest female driver in IHRA Alcohol Funny Car history 
(Eighth & Quarter Mile) 

 
Current IHRA Alcohol Funny Car Eighth Mile ET and MPH Record Holder  







 
2008 Press Examples 

(More press info available by request!) 
 

March 7, 2008 - Make No Bones about It, She’s Back by Popular Demand and 
Raring to Go 
......”The proof was in the “sauce” that this newly merged group meant business. During 
their first outing, the team won the event at Budds Creek and qualified #1 at their 
second event during the World Finals at Rockingham Dragway.”........... 
 

March 31, 2008- The Bulls Won’t Be The Only Ones With Their Horns Out In San Antonio 
....”Noting that the Alcohol Funny Car class will be the one to watch this year and not one team can be taken lightly. 
Laurie had this to add, “I guess it would be safe to say that the entire class will have their horns out in Texas not only 
looking for that first win but also to set the stage in a class that is just overflowing with talent.”.... 
 
April 8, 2008 -Texas Ride ‘Em Kalbones! 
....”With what could be considered to be a racer’s dream weekend, the Kalbones team literally grilled just about every 
thing in sight from the first fire of the engine starting with grabbing the number one qualifying spot during the Friday 
night session. The team posted a strong 3.842 pass at 196.85 and never looked back.”..... 
 
April 20, 2008 Introducing the Cannister Freight Train Powered by Kalbones 
....” Hop on and hang on tight, this train, known as the Kalbones Grill’n Sauce Alcohol Funny Car, shows no signs of 
slowing down anytime soon and neither does driver Laurie Cannister.”.... 
 
May 27, 2008 - Kalbones’ Crew Tunes Cannister to Another Final the Old-Fashioned Way 
...” As the Kalbones Grill’n Sauce team begins their preparation for the next event on the 2008 IHRA Knoll Gas Nitro 
Jam Series, they continue to enjoy holding down the number one spot in the Alcohol Funny Car championship points. 
One might also note the margin they hold over number two is currently larger than any other professional class.”...... 
 
June 17, 2008 - Cannister Fans Wonder “Just What IS IN That Kalbones Sauce?” 
...” Cannister went on to her fourth straight final of the 2008 season. Next round she nabbed a hole shot win over 
seven-time World Champion Mark Thomas in the semi-finals and the eventual event victory over Paul Noakes in the 
Alcohol Funny Car Final. Noakes is known for being killer on the tree and did his best to lay one on Laurie. This time 
though, it was the car’s turn to do the winning as The Kalbones’ team posted their best time of the event to take the 
win, 5.780 to Noakes 6.015.”.... 
 
July 13, 2008 - Cannister Puts the “Can” Do in Canada – Looks Forward to Second Half of Season 
....” Since the fantastic start, the Kalbones Grill’n Sauce team has all but laid down the gauntlet. Cannister has 
dominated on race day, losing only a single round of competition during her five final round appearances in as many 
events. Cannister has also picked up the Ironman at Rockingham, Budds Creek and most recently Edmonton. Her 
worst being the runner-up finish at Milan.”....... 
 

 
Cannister Smokes Out the Competition at US 131...Literally   

 
August 4, 2008 – Johnstown, Ohio – So what exactly is IHRA Alcohol 
Funny Car driver Laurie Cannister trying to signify in this photo by 
holding the outstretched hand? Is it please, no more pictures? Talk to 
the hand? Maybe practicing to audition for The Supremes with her 
rendition of, “Stop In The Name Of Love”? Nope, it’s nothing other than 
indicating for the world to see the amount of wins for the Kalbones 
Grill’n Sauce team in 2008. Cannister snatched up the latest of those 
victories this past weekend at the Northern Nationals making it an even 
fist-full.   
 
 

 
August 18, 2008 - No Fat Lady Singing Yet – Cannister Seeks to Hold on to Points Lead in Tulsa 
....”While anyone in the AFC field can jump up and play spoiler at anytime, Cannister is keeping a close eye on 
Atchison and Noakes, who sit behind her at two and three, respectively, in the points.”.....” Should Cannister and the 
Kalbones Grill’n Sauce entry find some solid successes during this event, someone might want to tell the “fat lady” to 
start warming up those vocals.”........... 
 



 
August 26, 2008 - Cannister Blows The Lid En route to Seventh Appearance in Funny Car Finals 
....” The number one spot put the Kalbones Grill’n Sauce team on an interesting side of the ladder for race day. As 
Laurie put it the “Canadian side” and a good one to be on if you want to have a little say in your own destiny. Both 
Atchison and Noakes, who are the last two that still have a mathematical shot at the championship outside of 
Cannister, were also on their side of the ladder.”...... 
 
 
 
September 2, 2008 - Dream Season 
Headed for Home – Cannister Could 
Clinch at New England Dragway  
.... “Yes, we're hoping to clinch the 
championship this race; but we're still 
going to approach it the same way--
one round at a time. We are going to 
focus on making the most out of each 
qualifying session and winning each 
round.  We haven't varied from that 
mindset all season and we aren't 
stopping now.  The truth is: if you stay 
focused, everything else will 
follow.”....... 
 
 
 
September 9, 2008 – Cannister Writes IHRA History During the North American Nationals  
....”Well Laurie, here it is in “black and white.” After the completion of the Amalie North American Nationals at New 
England Dragway, Laurie Cannister is the 2008 IHRA Alcohol Funny Car World Champion. The AFC class was the 
first of the five professional IHRA Championships to be decided for 2008.”......” And that’s not all. Laurie has written 
yet another new page in the IHRA history books. She is also now the first woman to win two Professional IHRA World 
Championships. The first of those two was the 2000 World Championship in Pro Outlaw.”....... 
 
October 13, 2008 - Cannister and Kalbones Ready to Take Advantage of Their IHRA Season “Oasis” 
...”Due to their fantastic season, the Kevin and Wendy Sims owned Kalbones Grill’n Sauce AFC team has created 
what could easily be dubbed as a haven or “oasis” which some define as “a shelter serving as a place of safety or 
sanctuary.” What that all means in drag racing terms is they can put the pressure of the championship behind them 
and concentrate their efforts a little more on the race at hand. Which for the Kalbones’ team equals -- testing.”.... 
 

 
 
 
October 23, 2008 - World Finals Provides the Icing on 
Cannister’s Championship Cake 
...” The event win put a huge exclamation point on a spectacular 
season for the Kalbones Grill’n Sauce Alcohol Funny Car team. 
They managed to rack up six national event wins during the 
year making them the winningest team out of all teams in the 
five IHRA professional categories during the 2008 season, not 
to mention two runner-up finishes. A fantastic feat that neither 
Laurie nor the team could have dreamed of heading into the 
season opener.”..... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Also many other Radio interviews, TV Interviews, Print Publications, etc! 



 
 

Kalbones Racing 
 

Top Alcohol Funny Car 
Owners – Kevin & Wendy Sims 

Driver – Laurie Cannister 
 

2009 Schedule 
 

 
 

April 2009 
 

Division – OUT 2 – South Georgia Motorsports Park 
Cecil, GA 

April 3 – April 5 
 

Division – IN 3 – O’Reilly Raceway Park 
Indianapolis, IN 

April 24 – April 26 
 
 

May 2009 
 

Division – IN 3 – Summit Motorsports Park  
Norwalk, OH 

May 15 – May 17 
 
 

National – O’Reilly NHRA Summer Nationals  
Heartland Park Topeka, Topeka, KS  

May 29 – May 31 
 

 
June 2009 

 
Division – IN 3 – Route 66 Raceway 

Joliet, IL 
June 12 – June 14 

 
National – Summit Racing NHRA Nationals  

Summit Motorsports Park, Norwalk, OH  
June 25 – June 26 

 
 

July 2009 
 

Division – IN 3 – National Trail Raceway 
Columbus, OH 

July 24 – July 26 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 

Kalbones Racing 
 

Top Alcohol Funny Car 
Owners – Kevin & Wendy Sims 

Driver – Laurie Cannister 
 

2009 Schedule 
 
 

 
 

August 2009 
 

Division – OUT 5 – Cordova Dragway Park 
Cordova, IL 

August 7 – August 8 
 

National – Toyo Tires NHRA Nationals  
Maple Grove Raceway, Reading, PA  

August 20 – August 23 
 
 

September 2009 
 

National – Mac Tools US Nationals  
O’Reilly Raceway Park, Indianapolis, IN  

September 2 – September 7 
 

National – NHRA Nationals  
zMax Dragway, Concord, NC  

September 17 – September 20 
 

 
October 2009 

 
National – Las Vegas NHRA Nationals  

The “Strip” @ LVMS, Las Vegas, NV  
October 29 – November 1 

 




